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AFRICA DOWNUNDER REVIEW

Hyde seeks steady development
After several years of excitement and 

rapid advances, West African Re-
sources Ltd managing director Richard 
Hyde appeared happy to project a story 
of steady delivery for his company at this 
year’s Africa Down Under.

The last three years have seen the 
company execute one of the most ag-
gressive and successful exploration 
campaigns in West Africa at its Sanbrado 
gold project. However, the move into de-
velopment following release of a robust 
feasibility study in June means the focus 
now switches to ensuring correct imple-
mentation of the 200,000 ozpa develop-
ment. 

So, instead of conveying the excite-
ment of exceptional intersections, Hyde’s 
presentation was littered with an atmos-
phere of smooth-and-steady execution.

“The recent feasibility study showed 
how robust the project is with a head 
grade of more than 4 g/t for the first five 
years,” Hyde said of Sanbrado, 110km 
south-east of the Burkina Faso capital of 
Ouagadougou. “The plan is for conven-

tional mining and processing and mining 
is very straightforward. It is fully permit-
ted and we are making sure everything is 
up to World Bank standards.”

Burkina Faso has grown from West Af-
rican backwater to major gold producer in 
the last decade and Hyde believes it still 
has much to offer. West African will be 
the first producer to come from a district 
already boasting 14 moz in resources. 
He said it was Sanbrado’s geology which 
placed it in pole development position.

“Sanbrado has grade so will be the first 
into production.”

Early works have already begun on 
site but construction will not begin in ear-
nest until project finance is finalised.

“We will announce a banking syndicate 
before the end of Q4,” Hyde said. “The 
DFS saw a major change in develop-
ment approach, with the Sanbrado un-
derground mine now set to be developed 
in parallel with the open pit. West African 
is also considering incremental expan-
sions to the plant and will release an opti-
mised mining schedule in October. Hyde 

said those decisions would see ounces 
brought forward in the mine plan, further 
de-risking the project. The challenge 
would then be to replace those ounces 
towards the end of the 11-year mine life. 

“The first five years will see plus-
200,000 ozpa,” Hyde said. “The aim is 
to add more mineralisation to fill out the 
back end. We don’t want to have mar-
ginal production in the last years of the 
mine life.”

The high-grade M1 South shoot will be 
the obvious place to start. The orebody 
has been defined to 500m but remains 
open at depth. Recent drilling included 
hits of 8m @ 7 g/t from 694m and 11m 
@ 11 g/t from 654m, among others “so 
there are still significant hits underneath 
the reserve that are not even in the re-
source yet”, according to Hyde.

     – Dominic Piper


